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AIMS CORPORATION - TRANSPORTATION OF PRISONERS 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Corrective Services) [9.06 am]:  I wish to inform the house 
about an incident involving the inter-prison transportation of prisoners by Integration Management Services 
Corporation Pty Ltd.  The incident occurred on 17 October 2006 and involved the breakdown of a vehicle 
transporting 14 prisoners between Broome Regional Prison and Roebourne Regional Prison.  I have been 
advised that the transport vehicle left Broome at 8.00 am that day and broke down at about 12 noon, just north of 
Port Hedland, after travelling some 350 kilometres.  It is reported that AIMS transport officers initially managed 
to repair the vehicle and they continued on their journey; however, the vehicle broke down again.  A decision 
was made to return to the Sandfire Roadhouse between Port Hedland and Broome, where they waited for a 
replacement vehicle.  That vehicle did not arrive at Sandfire until 8.15 that night and the prisoners did not arrive 
at Roebourne until 4.00 am the following morning. 

Although I accept that the officers involved did their best to ensure the prisoners received food and water, it is 
totally unacceptable that prisoners were kept locked in a prison van in the hot conditions in the north of WA for 
almost 24 hours.  It is intolerable that in this day and age people should be subjected to such inhumane 
conditions, and I have requested the department to scrutinise existing procedures to ensure that similar incidents 
do not occur in the future. 

Whilst I have received advice that AIMS cannot be penalised under existing contractual arrangements for this 
incident, I will be seeking independent legal advice.  It is perplexing that existing advice suggests such an 
apparent dereliction of duty would not permit the department to take action under the terms of the AIMS 
contract.  We will also be vigilant in ensuring that appropriate penalties are in place in future prisoner transport 
contracts due for renegotiation in 2008.   

I will be ensuring that the Department of Corrective Services carries out an immediate audit of existing vehicles 
and that regular maintenance checks are carried out.  I will also request the department to investigate suitable 
satellite tracking technology for vehicles that travel in remote areas.   
 


